Holes

Comprehension Questions


Team Member: _____________________________________________________________
· Work with your team to find the answers to these questions. Your group will present the answers in front of the class in a 10 minutes presentation. 
· Your classmates may ask questions on the content of these chapters. Be ready to answer them!
Your team is responsible for the content in the following chapters: 1 to 6

Chapters One and Two

1. Why will campers sometimes allow themselves to be bitten by a rattlesnake or a scorpion? 

2. What is the significance of the sentence, "The Warden owns the shade"?

3. Why did Camp Green Lake always manage to find campers despite the appealing conditions?

Chapters Three and Four

4. How do we know that Stanley was very unhappy at home? 

5. How did Mrs. Bell inadvertently embarrass Stanley? 

6. Briefly explain the curse of the one-legged Gypsy.

7. According to Mr. Sir why did none of the campers attempt to escape despite the fact that there were no fences or guard towers?

Chapters Five and Six

8. According to Counsellor Pendanski, what is the one rule Stanley should always remember? 

9. Why was Stanley reluctant to tell Mr. Pendanski that he was innocent?
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· Work with your team to find the answers to these questions. Your group will present the answers in front of the class in a 10 minutes presentation. 
· Your classmates may ask questions on the content of these chapters. Be ready to answer them!
Your team is responsible for the content in the following chapters: 7 to 12
Chapter Seven and Eight

1. How did Stanley's weight help him for once in his life?

2. Who was Elya Yelnats?

3. Explain Madame Zeroni's curse.

4. What warning did Magnet give Stanley as he headed off to select a bathroom?

5. How was Sarah Miller different from Myra Menke?

Chapter Nine and Ten

6. Why, in X-Ray's opinion, was the second hole the hardest to dig?

7. Why did Stanley refer to the fossil as his miracle?

Chapter eleven and Twelve

8. What did X-Ray ask Stanley to do the next time he found something interesting?

9. Why Stanley was surprised that X-Ray was the leader of the group?
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· Work with your team to find the answers to these questions. Your group will present the answers in front of the class in a 10 minutes presentation. 
· Your classmates may ask questions on the content of these chapters. Be ready to answer them!
Your team is responsible for the content in the following chapters: 13 to 18
Chapter Thirteen and Fourteen

1. Why was Stanley reluctant at first to retrieve the glistening object from the pile of dirt?

2. What advice did Stanley offer X-Ray about showing the tube to the Warden? 

3. What occurred when the water truck arrived that indicated that Stanley's status in the group of boys was improving?

4. X-Ray had waited until the next day to reveal the discovery of the gold tube. Why is this time lag significant?

Chapter Fifteen and Sixteen

5. Why was the Warden treating the campers so well? 

6. Why was Stanley so sure he would not find anything despite his careful search through the dirt dug up by Zero?

7. Why did Zero not get the joke about the old lady who lived in a shoe?

Chapter Seventeen and Eighteen

8. What indications are there that the Warden is growing impatient?

9. Why did Stanley not have to worry about Zero reading over his shoulder?
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· Work with your team to find the answers to these questions. Your group will present the answers in front of the class in a 10 minutes presentation. 
· Your classmates may ask questions on the content of these chapters. Be ready to answer them!
Your team is responsible for the content in the following chapters: 19 to 24
Chapter Nineteen and Twenty
1. Describe the racial makeup of Stanley's work crew.

2. Why did Stanley get blamed for stealing from Mr. Sir?

3. Explain the unusual turn of events in the Warden's cabin.

Chapter Twenty-One and Twenty-Two

4. Why would the snakes be dangerous without a rattle?

5. How was Stanley able to determine who had helped him? 

6. Explain what Stanley meant by Zero having X-Ray vision.

7. What did Stanley discover as he attempted to teach Zero the alphabet?

Chapter Twenty-Three and Twenty-Four

8. Who was Katherine Barlow? 

9. Why Charlie Walker was called Trout Walker? 

10. Explain why Katherine Barlow may have refused Trout's offer to take her for a ride on his new boat.
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· Work with your team to find the answers to these questions. Your groups will present the answers in front of the class in a 10 minutes presentation. 
· Your classmates may ask questions on the content of these chapters. Be ready to answer them!
Your team is responsible for the content in the following chapters: 25 to 34
Chapter Twenty-Five and Twenty-Six

1. Explain why Doc Hawthorn did not resent Sam.

2. Why Sam was not allowed to attend classes?

3. Describe what happened to Sam.

Chapter Twenty-Seven and Twenty-Eight
4. What is Zero's real name and why is it significant?

5. Why were Linda and Trout terrorizing Katherine Barlow?
Chapter Twenty-Nine and Thirty
6. How did Zero react when Mr. Pendanski handed him the shovel and told him it was all he would ever be good for?

Chapter Thirty-One and Thirty-Two

7. Why does the Warden repeatedly ask Mr. Pendanski if Zero (Hector Zeroni) had any family or social worker who might have taken an interest in him?

8. What was the new boy's claim to fame?

Chapter Thirty-Three and Thirty-Four
9. Explain why the pool of water kept moving away from Stanley.
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· Work with your team to find the answers to these questions. Your group will present the answers in front of the class in a 10 minutes presentation. 
· Your classmates may ask questions on the content of these chapters. Be ready to answer them!
Your team is responsible for the content in the following chapters: 35 to 42
Chapter Thirty-Five and Thirty-Six

1. Explain what you think the ‘sploosh’ might be.

2. Why did the boys make frequent stops as they walked across the lake?

Chapter Thirty-Seven and Thirty-Eight

3. Why was Stanley reluctant to stop and rest?

4. How did Zero complete the climb to the top of the mountain?

Chapter Thirty-Nine and Forty

5. Why did Hattie Parker blush when Gladys Tennyson mentioned that her daughter, Becca, had almost died from eating some bad meat? 

6. What surprised Stanley when he headed down the mountain looking for the shovel?
Chapter Forty-One and Forty-Two
7. Why did Zero avoid the homeless shelters? 

8. Why did Zero steal when he was young?

9. Explain how the sneakers had managed to fall on Stanley's head at the beginning of the story (Chapter Six).
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· Work with your team to find the answers to these questions. Your group will present the answers in front of the class in a 10 minutes presentation. 
· Your classmates may ask questions on the content of these chapters. Be ready to answer them!
Your team is responsible for the content in the following chapters: 43 to 50
Chapter Forty-Three and Forty-Four

1. Explain the significance of Zero mentioning that his mother had sung a lullaby similar to the one Stanley's mother had sung to him.

Chapter Fort-Five and Forty-Six

2. What terrifying event begins to unfold almost immediately?

3. Why did the Warden ask the counsellors to relay the message that the "campers" would no longer have to dig any holes?

Chapter Forty-Seven and Forty-Eight

4. What small but important piece of information do we learn about the Warden in this chapter?

5. Why did Mr. Pendanski hesitate (stared at her) when the Warden ordered him to get Hector Zeroni's file?

Chapter Forty-Nine

6. Why does the author relate the story of the rattlesnake hunters at the beginning of this chapter?

7. What happens at Green Lake for the first time in over a hundred years?

Chapter Fifty

8. Explain the curse and how it was resolved.
